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THE NEW YORK TIMES

10 June 1981

"RAIDERS UNDETECTED

BY US. RADAR PLANE?

A Surveillance Jet i in Saudl Arabla
Had Sensors Focused on Iran

by Israeli officers. He expressed grudg-
lng admiration- for- what he called . th

‘surgical precision’” of the bombing, but -
-joined other Government spokesmen in
condemning the actionitself. - .~ -

The destruction of the Iragi nuclear
plant came as *‘a. th\mdem\u surprlse i
-Mr.Cattosald.. . .1

“We had abaolutely no forelmowledge
of this,” he said of the Israelis’ raid.
“You cannot but admire their technical {.
pmﬂclency which is what they dis-
played, but we stmngly condemn t.he
act.”

F-lO’ledtbeBombhx

The Israeli strike force was dlsdoeed

to have consisted of eight F-16°s, which |

did the bombing, and six F-13's, which
provided protective cover. Yesterday
some American officials thought the
bombing had been done by F-4 Phantoms.
The- Israelis- hit their target at 6:30
P.M. Sunday, Baghdad time (11:30 A.M.
Eastern daylight time).. Mr. Catto said
Israeli officiais informed the American
Embusyin'l'elAvlvat3 40 PM.. v iz

The. spokesmn said' United Statee
radar planes in Saudi Arabia could not|*
monitor the Israeli raid because they
weretoofarawayandwerelocusedlna
diﬂerenldlrecﬂm. : ,,, Dl

Mr. Catto said a radar plane on patrol
at the time had its sensor equipment was
focused east across the Persian Gulf to-

.ward Iran and not to the north, where the

‘Israelis were flying. Theplanesaw ‘nota )
-I'corner of Saudi Arabia and into Iraq,

single, solitary blip”’ on its screen. = -
The United Stam sent tour of the 8130

tto report newdmilseltll:':
raidaspusedon todaymthepenugm

41«

Tde New York Times/June10,158% . -

“Line lndlutes path ol Israeli jets over Jordan and Saudi Arabia on way to hlt =
. Iraal reactor lcrou)- First repom had sald jets sklrted Jordan. - ;

million plana to Saudl Arabia in Septem-
ber, after the Iragi-Iranian war broke
out. Defense officials said the planes
generally patrol at about 30,000 feet over
northeastern Saudi Arabia.. = [ -7 .~

- The raddr planes are packed with sen-
sors that can pick up low-flying planes 250
miles away and high-flying planes 350
miles away. Mr. Catto said the mission
and operations of the radar planes would
not be changed because of the raid. .

The briefing by Israeli officers this
morning, together with other information
from American sources and from a
knowledge of Israeli tactics, enabled
American - military analysts to recon-
struct the raid. .

- According to the analysts decepnon
was crucial, and for several days before
the.raid the Israeli. planes flew. training
‘exercises. The actual raid was made to
lookllkearoutineu'alnhxgdnll

- The strike force refueled short]y after
takeoff ‘because getting aloft consumes
much fuél. then flew at a high altitude
over Jordan, using Jordanian tactics and

<’| Jordanian- call signs.to appear to any |-

radar operator like a Jordanian training
mission. Before the Israeli briefing, it
was thought by the Americans that the
raiders had'sought to avoid Jordan. .
The flight continued over the northern

‘dropping te é few hundred feet t9 elude

Iraql radar, As the F-lB's closed on the
target, they climbed to take aim. At the
same time, the F-15’s took a blocking
position between the target and the near-
est Iraqi air base. The planes also tumed
ontheirradar jammers. - ¢ -
The F-16's dropped 2 Ooo-pound bombs
on the target with such precision that
reconnaissance photographs showed all
direct hits and no craters from misses.
The Israelis told the Americans that they
had used conventional bombs, not preci-
sion-guided bombs as thought yesterday.
The analysts said that, so far as they
could determine, no Iraqi fighters rose to
meet the Israelis nor did Iraq’s Soviet-

‘made missile launchers fire any surtace-

to-air missiles. . -

Secretary of Energy Jamee B Ed~
wards said in a news conference that, *‘to
my knowledge, there was no release of
radioactivity’” as a result of the raid. Is-
raeli officials said the raid had been

"timed before the installation of nuclear

fuel to avoid the escape of radxation

“The Amerlcan analysts said the lsraell
strike force, which suffered no losses, re-
turned by a different but generally paral-
lel route, with the F-16’s again refueling
in flight. They said the retueling could
have come from a high-flying tanker pos-
ing as an airliner or from a smaller, low-
flylng tanker ina trlclder ma.neuver. :

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/29 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000402700070-5 -




